Town of Nichols
Town Board Meeting
Public Hearing’s
February 28, 2018

Supervisor Engelbert brought meeting to order at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall, located at 54 East River Rd. Nichols NY.

Pledge of Allegiance;

Roll Call:
Councilperson Ray Thetga (absent), Councilperson Bill Middleton (present), Councilperson Esther Woods (present), Councilperson Barbara Crannell (present), Kevin Engelbert (present), Karen Hunsinger Town Clerk.

Also present; Lesley Pelotte, Roseann Cole, Kara Steele, Ezra Steele, Teresa Ryder, and Warren Howler

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & CRITICISMS FROM THE PUBLIC
Drone Ordinance – Kara Steele and Ezra Steele were present to discuss the Drone Ordinance, Ezra is interested in becoming an Engineer and has built his own drone, and is concerned of restrictions of flying drones, if property owned by owner is only a few acres and can be seen in entirety by the bare eye it’s redundant to fly a drone over same area for aerial views,  privacy concerns, most drones have a wide angel camera and are not equipped for viewing in windows etc… as a responsible drone owner Ezra uses his drone to see wildlife, landscapes, and take nature pictures, google earth is comparable to drones.
Eliminating the camera from the drone would be like a remote control toy car/truck.
Permission from neighbors, would that have to be given every time drone was flown or once a month/year?

Board – the Drone Ordinance is not to punish responsible owners of drones, but to protect people’s property rights. Asking permission from neighbors to fly drone on their property may be an inconvenience at the time but will protect both parties.


MINUTES  
The motion to approve minutes from February 13, 2018 with corrections, made by B. Crannell, 2nd by B. Middleton
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent

NEW BUSINESS
Public Hearing – Local Law #2 – 2018 – Solar Energy Systems Ordinance Supervisor Engelbert opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 pm.
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Supervisor Engelbert opened floor for discussion of Local Law # 2 -2018 Solar Energy Systems
Supervisor Engelbert closed Public Hearing at 7:03 pm 
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent


Public Hearing - Supervisor Engelbert opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 pm. for
 Local Law #3 – 2018 – Drone (Unmanned Aircraft System) Ordinance
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Supervisor Engelbert opened floor for discussion of Local Law # 3 -2018 Drone Ordinance
Supervisor Engelbert closed Public Hearing at 7:08 pm 
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent






Public Hearing - Supervisor Engelbert opened the Public Hearing at 7:10pm.  for Street Lighting on West River Rd.  A discussion ensued about the proposed street lighting on West River Rd. poles on West River Rd from the 282 intersection down West River Rd. to Tioga Downs.
The motion was made to approve Street Lighting on West River Rd. from the 282 intersection to Tioga Downs Casino, with the provision that the Town of Nichols will be responsible for NYSEG bills for Street lighting unless or until there is a drop in the percentage of gross gaming Revenues from Tioga Downs, at which time Tioga Downs will then be responsible for NYSEG bills for Street lighting. 
Motion made by B. Middleton 2nd by E. Woods
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent

[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Hearing – Supervisor Engelbert opened the Public Hearing at 7:15pm for Local Law # 4 2018 Updating Building Codes from 2012 code to 2016 code of NYS Building Code. 
Motion made by B. Crannell 2nd by B. Middleton
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent

The motion was made to Set Time and date for Public Hearing’s for the Zoning Change, and Site Plan Review. 
Public Hearing for the Site Plan Review will be set for March 28, 2018 at 7:00 pm 
And the Public Hearing for the Zoning Change will be set for March 28, 2018 at 7:10pm
Motion made by B. Middleton 2nd by B. Crannell
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent

Supervisor Engelbert received a Thank You Note from Community Care Network of Nichols (CCNN) Thanking the Town for its support. 

APPOINTMENTS
The motion was made to appoint three (3) new members to the Library Board, with know term limit, as there are no term limits for the Library Board. The new members are as follows
Mary Gleason, John Kapaco, and Sally Schoonover.
The motion was made by B. Crannell 2nd by B. Middleton
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent

Recognition of Appreciation to Joanne Stevens for Thirty Three (33) years of dedicated service as a Library Board Member.
Motion was made to authorize Supervisor Engelbert to sign and present Joanne Stevens with an Appreciation Certificate for her dedicated service as a Library Board Member. Made by B. Crannell 2nd by E. Woods
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent

OTHER NEW BUSINESS FROM BOARD MEMBERS

UPDATE FROM TOWN DEPARTMENTS/PERSONNEL

· Planning Board – B. Crannell
	No meeting was held


OLD BUSINESS

· 2018 Mowing Bids – 
No bids have been received by Town Clerk.

· Council of Government – B. Crannell
Stray Haven contract was to be increased in 2019 for all Municipalities from $800.00 per year to $1,500.00 per year not $15,000.00 per year. $100.00 per dog for holding fees with minimum of $100.00 per year in holding fees per year.

· NY Rising/Comprehensive Plan – B. Crannell
 
· REAP – B. Crannell
A meeting will be held on March 21, 2018 to discuss with County, collaboration County wide for shared services.
· Update on Highway Garage – K. Engelbert
Bids are out – bid packet from GOSR – a pre bid meeting has been set for March 15, 2018 at 2:00 pm at the Town Hall.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS FROM BOARD MEMBERS

· Town Clerk to run ad in all three (3) Town papers for new hours.

ACCEPT REPORTS AND PAY BILLS
The motion was made to accept the reports and pay bills by B. Crannell 2nd by E. Woods 
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, COMMENTS &CRITICISMS FROM THE PUBLIC

EXECUTIVE SESSION

ADJOURN
The motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm made by B. Middleton 2nd by E. Woods
Roll Vote;
B. Middleton, (aye), E. Woods (aye), B. Crannell (aye), K. Engelbert (aye)	      passed 4-0-1absent




Karen Hunsinger
Town Clerk
03/08/2018
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Town of Nichols

Drone (Unmanned Aircraft System) Ordinance Law

Title:

This chapter shall be known as the “Drone (Unmanned Aircraft System) Ordinance Law of the
Town of Nichols”.

Mission Statement:

An ordinance to encourage innovation and safe uses of UAS aircraft while addressing
concerns about accountability.

Section 1: Purpose

The Town of Nichols encourages the safe and responsible use of Unmanned Aircraft System.
The ordinance is designed to protect and promote the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens.

Section 2: Definition.

An “Unmanned Aircraft System” shall mean an aircraft operated without the possibility of direct
human intervention from within or on the aircraft. This definition includes devices commonly
referred to as drones, remote controlled aircraft, and model aircraft.

Section 3: Regulations - FAA
The Town of Nichols recognizes and supports the Federal Aviation Administrations authority
and jurisdiction of UAV’s.

Register your UAS if it weighs more than 0.55 pounds and less than 55 pounds.
e https://reqgistermyuas.faa.gov/

To register, you'll need:

- Email address

- Credit or Debit card

- Physical address and mailing address (if different from physical address)

Online registration for UAS weighing between .55 and 55 Ibs.
Paper registration for UAS over 55 Ibs.

Label your UAS with your registration number, and in accordance with all FAA guidelines.
Read and understand all safety guidelines

The UAS is required to be registered by a person 13 years or older.
You must be a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident*

*Visiting foreign nationals must register their UAS upon arrival in the US (Online registration
serves as a certificate of ownership)
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Section 4: Operating Safety Guidelines.

- Fly at or below 400 feet

- Keep your UAS within sight

- Do not fly over any neighboring property without the property owner’s written permission.
- Use of video recording not allowed unless permission is granted.

- Never fly over stadiums or sports events

- Never fly near emergency response efforts such as fire, accidents, etc.

- Never fly while under the influence.

- Be aware of airspace requirements.

Section 5: Do Not Fly Zones:
All Town of Nichols owned property.

Section 6: Property Owner Permission Slip:
Must have completed Property Owner Written Permission slip on file with the CEO
for each drone.
(Permission slips included and available at Town Clerks Office)
Permission to “fly over and/or video tape” property may be revoked at any time by property
owner and/or CEO at any time.

Penalties for offenses:

A. Any person violating any part of this section upon conviction, shall be subject to
a fine of not less than $100 and not more than $250 or imprisonment for not
more than fifteen days, or both fine and imprisonment as determined by the
court. Each week’s continued violation constituting a separate additional
violation.

B. Any person violating any part of this section shall be subject to a civil penalty for
each and every week that such violation continues, recoverable by a lien placed
against the property and will be added to the property owner’s taxes.

C. The remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative and shall be in addition to
any other remedy provided by law, in addition to the enforcement provisions
described herein, an administrative fee plus the cost of the removal or correction
of any violation shall be assessed against the property owner in the amount as
set forth from time to time by resolution of the Board of Trustees, said
administrative fee, if unpaid, will also be included in any lien placed against the
property and will be added to the property owner’s taxes.

Enforcement:

A. The provisions of this chapter shall be enforced by local policing agency or other
officials designated by the Nichols Town Board.
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TOWN OF NICHOLS

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS
ORDINANCE

Purpose.

The requirement of this ordinance is to facilitate the development and operation of renewable solar energy
systems based on sunlight. Solar energy systems are appropriate in all zoning districts when measures are taken,
as provided in this ordinance, to minimize adverse impacts on neighboring properties and protect the public health,
safety and welfare.

Definitions.

As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated:

MINOR OR ACCESSORY SOLAR COLLECTION SYSTEM - A solar photovoltaic cell, panel, or array, or solar hot
air or water collector device, which relies upon solar radiation as an energy source for collection, inversion, storage,
and distribution of solar energy for electricity generation or transfer of stored heat, secondary to the use of the
premises for other lawful purposes, with the total surface area of all solar collectors on the lot not to exceed 4,000
square feet.

MAJOR SOLAR COLLECTION SYSTEM OR SOLAR FARM — An area of land or other area used for a
solar collection system principally used to capture solar energy and convert it to electrical energy to transfer to the
public electric grid in order to sell electricity to or receive a credit from a public utility entity, but also may be for on-
site use. Solar farm facilities consist of one or more freestanding ground or roof-mounted solar collector
devices, solar- related equipment and other accessory structures and buildings, including light reflectors,
concentrators, and heat exchangers, substations, electrical infrastructure, transmission lines and other appurtenant
structures and facilities.

Solar Collectors and Installations for Minor Systems.

A. Rooftop and building-mounted solar collectors are permitted in all zoning districts in the Town as an
accessory use. Building permits shall be required for installation of rooftop and building-mounted solar
collectors.

B. Ground-mounted and freestanding solar collectors are permitted as accessory structures in all zoning

districts of the Town, subject to the following requirements:

1. The total surface area of all solar collectors on the lot shall not exceed 4,000 square feet, and,
when combined with all other buildings and structures on the lot, shall not exceed lot coverage.

2. A building permit has been obtained for the solar collectors.
3 The solar collectors are located in a side or rear yard.
4. Solar collectors and other facilities shall be designed and located in order to prevent reflective glare

toward any inhabited buildings on adjacent properties and roads.

C. Where site plan approval is required elsewhere in the regulations of the Town for a development or activity,
the site plan review shall include review of the adequacy, location, arrangement, size, design, and general
site compatibility of proposed solar collectors.

D: All solar collector installations must be performed in accordance with applicable electrical and building
codes, the manufacturer's installation instructions, and industry standards, and prior to operation the
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electrical connections must be inspected by the Town Code Enforcement Officer or by an appropriate
electrical inspection person or agency, as determined by the Town. In addition, any connection to the
public utility grid must be inspected by the appropriate public utility.

When solar storage batteries are included as part of the solar collector system, they must be placed in a
secure container or enclosure meeting the requirements of the New York State Building Code when in use
and when no longer used shall be disposed of in accordance with the laws and regulations of Tioga
County and other applicable laws and regulations.

If a solar collector ceases to perform its originally intended function for more than 12 consecutive months,
the property owner shall remove the collector, mount and associated equipment and facilities no later than
90 days after the end of the twelve-month period.

Solar Collectors and Installations for Major Systems or Solar Farms.

A

Where applicable, and unless more restrictive regulations also apply, the requirements of this ordinance
shall apply to solar collectors and installations for major systems or solar farms.

A major system or solar farm shall be constructed pursuant to Site Plan approval from the Town Planning
Board and must meet the criteria set forth below and obtain all other necessary approvals.

Areas of potential sensitivity:

1. Historic and/or culturally significant resources.
2. Within 100 feet landward of a freshwater (DEC) wetland.
3. Adjacent to, or within, the control zone of any airport.

A major system or solar farm may be permitted in the B-A-R, I-A-R, I-B-A-R, I-2-B-A-R, and A -R districts in
the Town when authorized by site Plan approval from the Planning Board subject to the following terms and
conditions. The Town has determined that the protection of agricultural land and production, and the rural
character of the Town are of primary importance. Therefore the Town has determined to limit the total
cumulative installed capacity of major solar systems or farms within the Town to 16MW. All projects will be on
a first come basis and will be processed once a complete application has been submitted to the Town with no
preference given to any one location, property owner, or developer.

1 The total coverage of all buildings and structures on a lot, including freestanding solar panels, shall
not exceed limits for the zoning district.

2 Height and setback restrictions.

(a) The maximum height for freestanding solar panels located on the ground or attached to a
framework located on the ground shall not exceed 15 feet in height above ground.

(b) The minimum setback from property lines meets the requirements of the zoning district.

(c) A landscaped buffer shall be provided around all equipment and solar collectors to provide
screening from adjacent residential properties and roads.

3. Design standards.
(a) Roadways within the site shall not be constructed of impervious materials and shall be
designed to minimize the extent of roadways constructed and soil compaction.

(b) All on-site utility and transmission lines shall, to the extent feasible, be placed underground.
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(c)

Solar collectors and other facilities shall be designed and located in order to prevent
reflective glare toward any inhabited buildings on adjacent properties and roads.

(d) All mechanical equipment, including any structure for batteries or storage cells, shall be
enclosed by a minimum six-foot-high fence with a self-locking gate, and provided with
landscape screening.

(e) A solar farm to be connected to the utility grid shall provide a "proof of concept" letter from
the utility company acknowledging the solar farm will be connected to the utility grid in order
to sell electricity to the public utility.

) Each solar system or farm shall be designed to minimize the total acreage of developed
land.

(9) Each solar system or farm, site and storm water management plan shall be reviewed by
Tioga County Soil and Water District prior to final site plan approval.

Signs.

(a) A sign not to exceed 6 square feet shall be displayed on or near the main access point and
shall list the facility name, owner and phone number.

(b) A clearly visible warning sign concerning voltage must be placed at the base of all pad-
mounted transformers and substations.

Abandonment.

(a) All applications for a solar farm shall be accompanied by a decommissioning plan to.be
implemented upon abandonment, or cessation of activity, or in conjunction with removal of
the facility, prior to issuance of a building permit.

(b) If the applicant begins but does not complete construction of the project within 18 months
after receiving final site plan approval, this may be deemed abandonment of the project and
require implementation of the decommissioning plan to the extent applicable.

(c) The decommissioning plan must ensure the site will be restored to a useful, nonhazardous

(d)

condition without delay, including, but not limited to, the following:

(1) Removal of aboveground and belowground equipment, structures and foundations.

(2) Restoration of the surface grade and soil after removal of equipment.

3) Re-vggetation of restored soil areas with native seed mixes, excluding any invasive
species.

(4) The plan shall include a time frame for the completion of site restoration work.

In the event the facility is not completed and functioning within 18 months of the issuance of
the final site plan approval, the Town may notify the operator and/or the owner to complete
construction and installation of the facility within 180 days. If the owner and/or operator
fails to perform, the Town may notify the owner and/or operator to implement the
decommissioning plan. The decommissioning plan must be completed within 180 days of
notification by the Town.





